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December 18, 2015 
 
President Carolyn Stefanco, Ph.D. 
Chair of the Board Judy Calogero 
College of Saint Rose 
432 Western Ave 
Albany NY 12203 
 
Dear President Stefanco and Chairwoman Calogero: 
 
On behalf of the AAUP Utica College Governing Board, which unanimously endorses this letter, I am 
writing to express our extreme disappointment in the College of Saint Rose’s decision to discontinue 28 
programs and fire 23 tenured and tenure-track faculty members. This decision directly contradicts both 
Saint Rose’s Mission Statement and its Statement on Integrity. It is also an assault on academic freedom. 
 
Academic freedom is foundational for any institution of higher learning. Its protection is not optional. It is 
mandatory. The freedom to learn, create, conduct research, teach, and speak freely, without fear of 
retribution, is the most important aspect of the academy. When tenure is undermined, faculty can no 
longer research, write, or teach freely. This lessens the academic experience and devalues education. Your 
students will not only lose 23 dedicated faculty members, but also the potential knowledge from the 
remaining faculty. Your decision shortchanges your students and provides them no benefit in return.  
 
Although the College of Saint Rose has claimed financial hardship, publicly available documents reflect a 
substantial increase in Saint Rose’s assets over the past decade and financial exigency has not been 
declared. Cuts are being made in programs with significant enrollment and growth potential, while shared 
governance is largely being ignored. The undemocratic administrative behavior lowers morale and creates 
an environment of distrust. The undermining of the liberal arts and complete elimination of all graduate 
programs in Arts and Humanities dismisses the importance of culture in our society. Ultimately, these 
cuts are shortsighted and will have an irrevocable deleterious impact on students, faculty, the College of 
Saint Rose, the community, and future generations. 
 
The AAUP-UC Governing Board strongly urges you to rescind these cuts immediately.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Paul J. MacArthur 
President, AAUP-UC 
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