
 

 

Solidarity Sunday 
July 26, 2020 

 
The disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic make it important that we, the faculty and librarians 
of Utica College, continue our discussions and dialogue for the benefit of our community. Therefore, 
the AAUP-UC offers these Solidarity Sunday responses to questions we received this week.  
 
What is happening with effects bargaining? 
There have been two meetings between the Utica College and AAUP-UC negotiation teams thus far. 
Our primary goal in bargaining is to keep the students, staff, faculty, and local community as safe as 
possible. The next bargaining session is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28. As classes are planned to 
begin in less than a month, we hope this will be a productive meeting.  
 
I’m still waiting to hear back from the College about an accommodation request. What should I do?  
If you are having problems with an accommodation request you submitted, and you feel comfortable 
doing so, please reach out to your union representatives. You may also wish to copy Adam Pack on 
any future correspondence that you send to the College regarding your accommodation requests. 
 
What are some examples of reasons why I might contact the AAUP-UC Grievance Officer?  
The AAUP-UC Grievance Officer is Kirstin Walker (kimpicc413@gmail.com). If you have any workplace 
concerns, you can contact her, or any member of the AAUP-UC board, to get advice about whether 
or not to submit a formal grievance. Some examples of why you might contact the Grievance Officer 
include: 1) you are being retaliated against because you received a formal accommodation to teach 
online, 2) you feel as though you are being forced or pressured through “guilt trips” to take on extra 
work without proper compensation, or 3) you are being told to or being pressured to defer overload 
pay for the Fall 2020 semester until the spring semester.  
 
Does the AAUP-UC have a Zoom background I can use for virtual meetings? 
Yes, we do. You can now download your very own AAUP-UC Zoom background here: 
https://aauputicacollege.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/aaup.png The reverse image is here: 
https://aauputicacollege.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/aaup-backwards.png  
 

The Utica Roadrunners Run Against Racism began on July 18 and goes through August 2. More 
information can be found here: https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Utica/TheURRunAgainstRacism 
The 8.5-mile route has 27 temporary historical markers to educate runners and walkers about Utica's 
Black community.  



The images below are from last week’s Strike for Black Lives at the Oneida Center for Rehabilitation 
and Nursing. Some members of the AAUP-UC governing board joined members of 1199SEIU United 
Healthcare Workers East and other local unions in solidary over management’s refusal to offer hazard 
pay during the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 

 
 
You can show solidarity with your union brothers and sisters by purchasing union made products and 
services whenever possible. A list of unionized manufacturers related to COVID-19 supplies is on the 
third page of today’s Solidarity Sunday.  
 
Don’t forget, if you have not yet done so, we ask that you provide us with a non-UC email address 
and, if you are comfortable, your cell phone number so we can update our membership records. 
Please send this information to Paul MacArthur at: aaup_uc@yahoo.com. 
 
Finally, we want to take a moment to express our sadness upon learning about the passing of John 
Johnsen. John was a member of Utica College for 41 years and during much of that time, an active 
member of the AAUP-UC. Our condolences go out to his family during this difficult time.  
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Adam Pack 
President, AAUP-UC 
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