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In Memoriam: Jim Scannell 

 
The AAUP-UC mourns the loss of Jim Scannell, Associate Professor of English, who passed away on Friday, May 
13, after a brief illness. He was 56.  
 
Jim received his Ph.D. in English Literature from SUNY Stony Brook in 1996 and joined the Utica University (then 
Utica College) faculty in 1998. Throughout his tenure, Jim was a staunch supporter of the union. He served as 
AAUP-UC President from 2006 – 2010, during a very difficult time where our bargaining unit worked without a 
contract for more than a year. His leadership helped us through that time, and he was steadfast in his 
commitment to improving the working conditions of our members. Those of us that were here in 2008 
remember his stalwart guidance during that extremely stressful period, and many still have the solidarity t-shirts 
from that long negotiation. Thanks in large part to Jim, we united as a bargaining unit and made the 
administration take notice, e.g.: 
 “I’d like to call this meeting of the faculty senate to order” 
 “Motion to adjourn” 
 “All in favor?” [aye] 
 “Meeting adjourned” 
 
Jim remained very supportive of the union's efforts after his AAUP-UC Presidency. He was always willing to listen 
and provide advice, knowledge, and support. No one can recall him missing a membership meeting, where he 
often made very insightful comments, until this past week.  
 
Jim was a very kind and caring person, and his loss will be felt for years to come.  
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Adam Pack 
President, AAUP-UC 
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In Memory of Jim Scannell 
 

 
 
Jim Scannell (right) pictured with Gary Leising (left) and Rose Zaloom (middle) at the AAUP-UC Business 
Luncheon in 2015. Jim and Gary nominated Rose for The AAUP-UC Robert W. Millett Scholarship for Academic 
Achievement.  
 


